
 

August 2018 Newsletter 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: Preparing for Bonsai shows. 

Sept.23: 9AM Sunday. LSBF traveling speaker. 

Sept.29-30: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. Moved 

to December. 

Oct. 13: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec.1-2: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 
 

 

 
Lots of interested viewers watch Mark demonstrate 

pruning techniques on some of his fig trees at last 

month’s meeting. 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Hello again to all the FWBS club members. 

Again it is extremely hot in the North Texas area and 

our trees need protection from the scorching 

temperatures. This year has been excessively hot; so 

hot in fact that much of my grass has died off and 

several bushes that are exposed to the sun are dying 

off. We desperately need rain. If you did not get a 

chance to read last month’s newsletter I recommend 

reviewing the article “June Bonsai by John Miller” it 

is full of helpful tips on protecting your bonsai from 

the extreme heat we are experiencing. 

 Our July meeting was well attended and I 

think we all learned more about the Ficus or Fig 

variety used in Bonsai. Thanks again to Estella for 

sharing her extensive horticultural experience with 

the club. I think my Latin improved / Carpe Bonsai! 

 As most of you are aware; Our next monthly 

meeting will be the Annual Club Member’s Business 

Meeting for the FWBS. We will be planning for 2019 

and your input on meetings, workshops, lectures are 

welcomed and encouraged. All members should 

have received an agenda announcement.  

 Please continue to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai website. Everyone is encourage to add bonsai 

related information. I’m hoping we can get some 

more participation to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

 

Happy Styling,  

Dan 

 

August Program: 

Club Member’s Business Meeting 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 Rather than taking up a lot of meeting time 

each month discussing business, once a year we have 

a club member’s meeting focusing on club business. 

This is your time to bring up ideas you have for ways 

to improve our club, hear about plans for next year 

and give your input on things you would like to learn 

in our programs. Everyone is welcome to contribute. 

(There may even be raffle prizes, just saying!) 

 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


 

Last month’s meeting: 

Spotlight on Ficus. 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who shared their Fig trees 

during the “Spotlight on Ficus” meeting last month. 

There were many different varieties of fig 

represented. 

 

 

 
Thanks to Mark who demonstrated pruning 

techniques for fig trees. 

 

 

 
Ladd sharing Show-and-Tell. 

 

 
Steven brought his grafting experiment to show the 

progress in getting the trunks to fuse together.  

 

AUGUST BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 During this month your primary job will be to 

maintain the health of your bonsai.  There is no number 1 

task, soil temperature, soil moisture and sun intensity on 

the leaves are equally important.  You need to know how 

your bonsai are doing each hour of the day.  Things like 

how hot the pots are getting at 6 or 7 pm as well as at 

midday or 2pm, does morning sun heat the pots, etc. 

 So during this time you will need to provide 

shade, check your watering habits, and maybe modify 

your fertilizing techniques. 

 A good many species could take the summer 

Texas sun if their roots were maintained in a normal soil 

temp less than 80 degrees.  But since the their pots are in 

an ambient where even the August night temps may not 

get that cool, you have to take some heroic steps to care 

for them.   

 When you think about providing shade remember 

that the sun is constantly moving.  The worst sun is in late 

afternoon when the ambient is very high and the air is 

usually very dry.  If this sun hits the pots they will get very 

hot.  Providing shade on the west is very important.  You 

should cover your pots with a loose fitting cloth to allow 

air flow around them. (Note: Relative Humidity cuts in 

half for each 10 degrees rise. RH translates into drying 

capability.) 

 Special summer care needs to be given any kind 

of bonsai with rocks.  That would include root over rock, 

tree on a rock, and a tree using a rock to mask a poor 

nebari.  These rocks need to be shielded from the sun even 

more so than the bonsai pots as they are in intimate 

contact with the roots.  

 Watering usually presents a major problem, since 

most of us work away from home.  The high ambient 

causes the trees to transpire heavily in the afternoon just 

when the soil is getting drier.  The tree has difficulty in 

transporting enough water up the trunk. 

 Ideally you would be able to water three times a 

day.  A morning watering would get the plant off to a good 



start.  Watering at about 2:30pm would not only replace 

the water loss thru evaporation but would also cool the 

soil back to 60 or so refreshing the tree for its afternoon 

ordeal.  Then again water at sundown which again cools 

the soil and lets the tree recover overnight.  If the humidity 

allows (no fungal problems), you can spray the foliage. 

 If you have to use an irrigation system, it is best 

to not use drip emitters as they only create wet spots in 

these shallow pots.  Better to use a loop of 1/4 inch soaker 

hose going all the way around the surface of the pot.  With 

overhead sprinklers the tree may shed the water to the 

outside (dripline) and may not get the soil wet. 

 Fertilizers, including the organics, and 

insecticides are chemical activities and as such are greatly 

influenced by the temperature.  You still need to feed the 

trees and control the insects but read all labels carefully.  

You would be advised to use a lower application rate 

usually. 

 Meanwhile all the usual mundane things must be 

taken care of.  The warm conditions are great for the bad 

things.  Spider mites especially grow fast and are more 

damaging.  Any problems you have had in the past, scale 

or other insects, will probably need to be attended to 

(weekly).   

 In the real world, plan your soil mix for your 

average conditions and then if you have a long wet spell 

tilt the pots for drainage and give an extra watering when 

hot and dry.  Put loose sphagnum moss on the surface to 

keep it from drying out. Use some loose covering on the 

pot to shade it from the sun.  A windbreak could help with 

tender leaved trees.  

 Remember to water twice.  Wait a few minutes 

after the first watering for the dry soil particles to absorb 

some of the water on their surface.  Then with the surface 

tension reduced the second watering gets the particle wet. 

 We can still to repot our Tropicals and Semi-

tropicals like Fukien tea, Bahamas Black Olive, 

Buttonwood, Ficus. When repotting, be sure to wire the 

tree securely in the pot to give it good stability against the 

winds.  It might be a good idea to also tie the pot to the 

bench also, especially if there is a lot of foliage or your 

pot and soil mix are lightweight.  You should remember 

that even the tropicals do not like their roots hot.  Sun on 

the pots may heat the soil and prevent new root 

development even though the tops may break new buds. 

 Spring flowering species usually set their buds in 

the fall.  Most azaleas set in July.  For good flowering next 

year do not prune them and feed with a higher phosphorus 

mix.  Some of the minor elements are needed for brilliant 

colors.   

 Deciduous trees usually slow (but do not stop) 

their growth during summer so you may be able to do 

some pruning on them.  Pruning can stimulate new growth 

that may not have time to harden before winter resulting 

in some dieback of the new growth.  On these trees its 

better to wait until later.  After leaves have fallen you can 

see where corrections need to be made more easily.  

However you should not let tip growth ruin the fine 

ramification on finished trees.  Keep it pinched. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruceharris8175@gmail.com  

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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